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ing with the known cause that prompts   such  crime.   If Bengal
Ordinance has no justification for its existence the Ordinances m
the United Provinces and the Frontier Province have still less. The
Working Committee is of opinion that the   measures taken by the
Congress in the United Provinces for obtaining agrarian relief are
and can be shown to be justified.   The Working Committee holds
that it is the unquestionable right of all people  suffering from grave
economic distress, as the tenantry of the United Provinces is admit-
tedly suffering, to withhold payment of taxes if they fail, as in the
United Provinces they have failed,  to   obtain   redress   by   other
constitutional methods.    In the arrest and   imprisonment of Mr.
Sherwani, the President of the United   Provinces Congress Com-
mittee, and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the Working General Secre-
tary of the Congress, who were proceeding to Bombay to confer
with Mahatma Gandhi and to take part in   the meeting of the
Working Committee, the Government have gone even beyond the
limits contemplated by their Ordinance in that there was no ques-
tion whatsoever of these gentlemen taking part in  Bombay in a
no-tax campaign in the United Provinces. So far   as the Frontier
Province  is concerned, on the Government's own   showing there
appears to be no warrant for either the promulgation of the Ordi-
nance   or   the   arrest   and   imprisonment   without   trial   of Khan
Abdul  Ghaffar  Khan  and  his  co-workers.     The  Working  Com-
mittee regards the shootings in that Province of innocent and un-
armed men  to   be  wanton  and inhuman   and   congratulates  the
brave men of the Frontier Province upon  their courage and endu-
rance, and the Working Committee has no doubt that, if the brave
people of the Frontier Province retain their  non-violent  spirit  in
spite of the gravest provocations,  their blood and their sufferings
would advance the cause of India's   independence.   The Working
Committee calls upon the  Government   of India to   institute   a
public and impartial enquiry   into the events that have led up to
the passing of these Ordinances,   the necessity of superseding the
ordinary courts of law  and legislative machinery, and the necessity
of several acts committed thereunder.   And thereafter, if a proper
enquiry is set up and all facilities are given to the Working Com-
mittee for the production of evidence, it will be prepared to assist
the enquiry by leading evidence before it.  The Working Committee
has considered the declaration of the Prime Minister made before
the Round Table Conference and the debates in the   Houses of
Parliament and regards the   declaration as wholly   unsatisfactory
and inadequate in terms of the   Congress demand and places on
record its opinion that nothing short of  Complete Independence,